POETRY
some of their work, especially with H D (Hilda Doohttle, also an American), exhibits a sense of form in a more rigorously disciplined manner, often in adaptation of classical forms, but not of classical metres They were for gem-like rather than flower-like poetry Their presence was a healthy element at the time, and their influence made itself felt for some years
It is hardly necessary to say that the greatest poet of this latter part of the period was W B Yeats, who was gradually forging his way through from beginnings of pre-Raphaelite affinities to a firm grasp of other essentials, he was gathering together the shattered shards of a collapsed culture and building them up again into a new shape with the necessary additions He is of such stature that discussion of his work cannot be split up, it is a coherent, progressive whole, and will be dwelt upon in the next volume 1
1 For reasons given in the Bibliography, Gerard Hopkins will be discussed m the succeeding book
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